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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
Department of Curriculum Management
Educational Assessment Unit

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2015

FORM 3                                           ENGLISH                             TIME: 15 minutes
LISTENING COMPREHENSION                     

Teacher’s Paper

Instructions for the conduct of the Listening Comprehension Examination

The teacher should instruct the candidates to answer the questions on the paper provided.  The 

following procedure for reading the Listening Comprehension passage is to be explained to the 

candidates immediately before proceeding with the examination.

You have been given a sheet containing the Listening Comprehension 

questions.  You will be given three minutes to read the questions based on 

the passage. I shall then read the passage at normal reading speed.  You 

may take notes during the reading.  After this reading there will be a 

pause of another three minutes to allow you to answer some of the 

questions.  The passage will be read a second time and you may take 

further notes and answer the rest of the questions.  After this second 

reading you will be given a further three minutes for a final revision of the 

answers.

a. 3 minutes - Students read questions

b. 3 minutes - Teacher reads passage aloud for first time while students take notes.

c. 3 minutes - Students answer questions

d. 3 minutes - Teacher reads passage for the second time. Students may answer questions.

e. 3 minutes - Students revise final answers.
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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
Department of Curriculum Management
Educational Assessment Unit

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2015

FORM 3                                           ENGLISH                             TIME: 15 minutes
LISTENING COMPREHENSION                     

Teacher’s Paper

Listen to part of a documentary about emperor penguins.

The emperor penguin is the tallest and heaviest of all living penguin species.  The male and female 
are similar in size reaching 122 cm in height and weighing anything from 22 to 45 kg. Like all 
penguins it is flightless. Its diet consists mainly of fish. 

Emperor penguins spend their entire lives on Antarctic ice and in its waters.  They survive – 
breeding, raising young, and eating – by relying on a number of clever adaptations.  They breed in 
the winter.  After a courtship of several weeks, a female emperor penguin lays one single egg then 
leaves.  Each penguin egg’s father balances it on his feet and covers it with his brood pouch, a very 
warm layer of feathered skin designed to keep the egg cosy.  There the males stand, for about 65 
days, through icy temperatures, cruel winds and blinding storms.

Finally, after about two months, the females return from the sea, bringing food they bring up from 
their stomachs to feed the now hatched chicks.  The males eagerly leave for their own fishing 
session at sea, and the mothers take care of the chicks for a while.

As the young penguins grow, adults leave them in groups of chicks while they leave to fish.  There 
is a reason for the timing of emperor penguins’ hatching.  By December, when the Antarctic 
weather has warmed somewhat, the ice the penguins occupy begins to break up, bringing open 
waters closer to the nesting sites.  Now the chicks are old enough to take to the seas and fish for 
their own food.  

The unique life cycle of this species in such a harsh environment has often been described in the 
media.  One of the most popular instances was the computer-animated movie “Happy Feet” in 2006 
which features emperor penguins as its characters with one in particular that loves to dance.  
Although the film is a comedy, it also shows their life cycle and helps to raise awareness about 
environmental issues like the threats from global warming and a decrease of food sources due to 
overfishing.
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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
Department of Curriculum Management
Educational Assessment Unit

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2015

FORM 3                                          ENGLISH                             TIME:  15 minutes
LISTENING COMPREHENSION                      

Name: ______________________________________                                         Class: _________

1. Show whether the following statements are True (T) or False (F) by ticking () the correct 
column.                                                                                                                           5 marks (    )

T F
a. Emperor penguins are the biggest penguins.

b. Emperor penguins breed in Spring.

c. The mother feeds the chicks with fresh fish.

d. By December the chicks are ready to hunt for food on their own.

e. Emperor penguins share a similar life cycle with other penguins.

2. Match the numbers on the left to their corresponding answers on the right by writing the 
correct letter in the space provided.                                                                            4 marks (    )

a. 122 the number of days the father protects the egg

b. 45 the number of months after which the mother returns

c. 65 the maximum weight an emperor penguin can reach

d. 2 the height of the emperor penguins

3. Underline the correct sentence.                                                                                 1 mark (    )

The film “Happy Feet” helped to make people realise that:

a. the environment in which emperor penguins live is endangered.

b. all the emperor penguins that live in Antarctica like to dance.

c. global warming in Antarctica can eventually be stopped.
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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
Department of Curriculum Management
Educational Assessment Unit

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2015

FORM 3                                         ENGLISH                           
                                 COMPREHENSION TEXT                   

SECTION B                                                                                                                       20 MARKS

Read the following passage carefully and then answer the questions on the main paper.

When you think of a typical British summer holiday you think of the seaside. Fish and chips on the 
beach, ice cream from old-fashioned ice cream vans and various kinds of amusement - maybe even 
a bit of sunshine. But where does the tradition of the British seaside holiday come from?

It all goes back to the 18th century, when a physician, Richard Russell, began to recommend salt 
5 water as a cure for his rich and aristocratic patients. He advised bathing in and drinking sea-water to 

treat many illnesses. As a result, visiting the seaside became fashionable among the rich. 
Unfortunately though, the high price of travel meant that trips to the seaside were out of reach for 
the average working class family.

By the second half of the 19th century, employees received one week of holiday per year, usually 
10 coinciding with August bank holidays. Due to the growth of the rail networks and the lower cost of 

train fares, the seaside was now accessible to a far wider range of people. The railway links to sea- 
side towns encouraged people to travel to the coast for their holidays.  In the 1920s and 1930s on 
bank holiday weekends, trains would be packed with people travelling from the cities to the seaside 
resorts. Thousands flocked to the seaside towns of Brighton, Weston-Super-Mare and Bournemouth 

15 to experience the fresh air and holiday atmosphere so lacking in the cities.

Entertainment was diverse.  It ranged from the Punch and Judy puppet show to donkey rides along 
the beach. Punch and Judy shows are still performed to this day.  The Punch and Judy show is 
instantly recognisable by the red and white striped booth. The storyline has not changed much over 
the years although each owner of Mr Punch will tell the story in his own way. It has delighted 

20 generations of children and still entertains both young and old whenever it is performed. 

There is a lot to do in a British seaside town. Tourists can go for long walks on piers.  Piers were 
originally built for people to get off steamships but then they were developed into a leisure facility.  
Piers provided an exclusive walk away from the crowds of the town and they also offered good 
views of the coast and the sea while enjoying the fresh sea air. Children paddled, had donkey rides 

25 and built sand castles. Few could swim, but those who could, were at times brave enough to swim, 
though the sea around the coast of England is rarely warm even in the summer months. Nowadays, 
there’s usually a fun fair and a boating lake. There are theatres and amusement arcades and lots of 
cafes, shops and pubs. When the sea is particularly cold, people often have a picnic on the beach.

For many years, a trip to the seaside and to stay a week or two in a holiday resort was the highlight 
30 of the year.  Holidays at the coast became more popular over the years.  However, when the chance 

of trips abroad to enjoy the sun and experience different lifestyles grew, the popularity of a holiday 
at the English seaside decreased.

However, the seaside holiday is making a comeback. With fewer people able to afford holidays 
abroad because of the recession, trips to the coast are regaining popularity. Many people hope that 

35 British seaside towns will soon see a return to their former glory.
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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
Department of Curriculum Management
Educational Assessment Unit

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2015

FORM 3                                          ENGLISH                                 TIME:  2 hours

Name: ______________________________                                                        Class: __________

Oral Assessment Listening Comprehension Written Paper TOTAL

SECTION A – LANGUAGE                                                                                         15 marks

A. Fill in the gaps with prepositions from the box below.  Use each word only once.  The first
    one has been done for you.                                                                                     5 marks (    )
                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

‘Star School’ is a new reality TV show.  Twelve contestants learn (0) to sing and write songs               

(1) _____________ school.  They perform their songs (2) ____________ TV.  Some of them worry 

a lot (3) _____________ their performance.  In fact, not everyone who takes part                                  

(4) _____________ the show can sing like a star.  Viewers vote (5) _____________ their favourite 

performer either (6) _____________ phone or (7) _______________ the social media.  The 

contestant (8) _____________ the highest number (9) ________________ votes is the winner.  The 

winner will get a prize of (10) _______________ fifty thousand euro.

B. Fill in the gaps with the correct form of the verb in brackets.  The first one has been done  
     for you.                                                                                                                     5 marks (    )

Imagine a special glove which (0) does (do) the work of a computer mouse.  A 16-year-old school 

boy from Wales (1) ____________________ (invent) the ‘mouse mitt’. Tobias Jones                                  

(2) ____________________ (think) of the idea after his mother (3) ____________________ 

(develop) a pain in her wrist from using a computer mouse.  In an interview, his mother says: “I                             

(4) ____________________ (work) on computers all my life but lately it                                          

(5) ____________________ (become) too painful.” During The Discovery Channel’s ‘Science 

Night’, Tobias (6) ____________________ (explain) how his invention                                             

(7) ____________________ (work).  “Bending your fingers with the glove on                                  

(8) ____________________  exactly like  ____________________ (click) a normal mouse button”.  

After Tobias (9) ____________________ (appear) on TV, people (10) ____________________ 

(become) interested in developing his idea for computer game use.

about        through        at        for       on       by       of       in       around       with      to
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C. Read the following article and then rewrite it by inserting the necessary punctuation 
     marks.   The first sentence has been worked out for you.                                  5 marks (    )              

My favourite piece of clothing

for somebody like me who loves clothes its hard to decide on my favourite thing to wear however i 
do have one piece of favourite clothing – my denim jacket my jacket isnt new in fact its quite old i 
bought it two years ago while on holiday in london and i do not know what i am going to do when 
my jacket gets too old to wear ill just have to buy a new one i suppose 

For somebody like me who loves clothes, it’s hard to decide on my favourite thing to wear.
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

SECTION B – READING COMPREHENSION                                                              20 marks                                                                            

Read the passage which is on a separate sheet, and then answer the following questions.  
1. Underline the correct answer.                                                                                          1 mark (    )
This passage is about:

a) spending a day at the sea in Britain.
b) the price of a seaside holiday in Britain.
c) what seaside holidays are like in Britain.

2. Write down two characteristics of the British seaside.                                                    1 mark (    )

a) _______________________________           b) __________________________________

3a)  What claim did Richard Russell make in the 18th century?                                          1 mark (    )

_______________________________________________________________________________

b)  At that time, why couldn’t most working class people go to the seaside?                     1 mark (    )

_______________________________________________________________________________

4. What two changes took place in the 19th century that made a holiday at the seaside accessible to 
everyone?                                                                                                                           2 marks (    )

a) ______________________________________________________________________________

b) ______________________________________________________________________________
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5. Mention two things that attracted 19th century travellers to seaside towns.                    1 mark (    )

a) ________________________________            b) _________________________________

6. How do people nowadays know that a Punch and Judy show is on?                              1 mark (    )

______________________________________________________________________________

7. Mention four activities between lines 16 - 28 that people at a British seaside town can do.   

                                                                                                                                            2 marks (    ) 

a) _________________________________         b) _________________________________

c) _________________________________         d) _________________________________

8. Why did the popularity of a holiday at the seaside decrease in time?                             1 mark (    )

___________________________________________________________________________

9. Why is the possibility of a holiday at a British seaside town becoming popular again now?
                                                                                                                                             1 mark (    )

_____________________________________________________________________________

10. Find words from lines 1-15 which have the same meaning as:                                   4 marks (    )

a) entertainment:        ____________________________

b) advise:                    ____________________________

c) unluckily:               ____________________________

d) missing:                 ____________________________

11. What do the following words highlighted in the passage refer to?                              4 marks (    )

a) It (line 4)             _______________________________

b) his (line 5)          _______________________________

c) It (line 19)          _______________________________

d) their (line 35)     _______________________________
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SECTION C – LITERATURE                                                                                            20 marks

ANSWER BOTH SECTION A (POETRY) AND SECTION B (PROSE)

A. UNPREPARED TEXT (POETRY)                                                                        10 marks (    )

“Seal”   by Ted Hughes

Where ocean heaved
A breast of silk
And a black jag reef
Boiled into milk

There bobbed up a head
With eyes as wild
And wide and dark
As a famine child.

I thought, by the way
It stared at me,
It had lost its mother
In the sea.

1. Match each stanza to its description by writing the number in the column provided:   3 marks (    )                                    

stanza 1 The poet thinks about what the seal might be feeling.

stanza 2 The poet describes the sea where the seal swims.

stanza 3 The poet describes the seal coming out of the water.

2. Quote a simile from the poem.                                                                                        1 mark (    )

______________________________________________________________________________

3.  The word “famine” shows that the seal reminds the poet of a:                                      1 mark (    )

     a) playful child.
     b) hungry child.
     c) tired child.

4. Quote two verbs from the first two stanzas that show movement.                               1 mark (    )

    a) ________________________           b) _______________________

5. Give two pairs of rhyming words.                                                                                2 marks (    )

    a) _________________________        b) ________________________
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6. The phrase “a breast of silk” is an example of:                                                              1 mark (    )
    a) a metaphor
    b) a simile
    c) alliteration

7. The mood the poet creates in this poem is (friendly / humorous / of wonder).        1 mark (    )

PROSE/DRAMA                                                                                                       10 marks (    )                                                                                                 

B. UNPREPARED TEXT (PROSE)

Read the following text carefully and then answer the questions 
below.

The wind tore at me and the branches thrashed about me but I was 
beginning to see things better.  It was still nearly pitch dark but 
suddenly there was something darker and blacker flying through the 
air like a huge bat and wrapping itself round the lower branches of my 
tree.  I heard the women’s voices wailing, “The roof! The roof!” and I 
knew it was the thatch of our house going to pieces.  I’d seen this 
happen before.  Roofs blow off quite often in the islands.  And quite 
often the water comes up nearly to the top of the mound on which our 
house is built.  But we’d never climbed trees in the middle of the 
night.  

When the water came it was different from other times.  I could hear a roaring of water approaching 
even above the noise of the wind in the trees and then suddenly it was rushing around the trunk of 
the tree and pouring over the lower branches.  I mean, it didn’t rise slowly like the other floods I’d 
seen; it was halfway up the trunk all at once and I was wet with spray in the highest branches.  And 
then the whole tree seemed to be moving.  Yes, I know the branches had been moving but now I 
had the feeling that everything was slowly toppling, and then I was in the water though I was still 
holding the branch. And now it was the water instead of the wind that was trying to tear me off the 
branch, and the rough bark was hurting the skin on my chest and arms as I clung for my life.  I 
struggled and reached for the branches above me, caught one and pulled myself clear of the water.

                                                                                 from “The Night the Water Came” by Clive King

1. Underline the correct answer.                                                                                          1 mark (    )

This text is about:
a) the effects of snow and wind.
b) the effects of hail and thunder.
c) the effects of a flood at night.

2. Find four verbs in the text that show the violence of the storm.                                   2 marks (    )

a) _________________ b) ___________________   c) _________________ d) _______________

3a) Quote a simile from the first paragraph.                                                                        1 mark (    )

_______________________________________________________________________________
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b) Explain why it is effective.                                                                                              1 mark (    )

_______________________________________________________________________________

4. Quote an example of onomatopoeia from the second paragraph.                                   1 mark (    )

________________________________________________________________________________

5. How does the narrator manage to transmit the power of the water?                              2 marks (    )

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

6a) “I could hear a roaring of water approaching even above the noise of the wind in the trees, and 
then suddenly it was rushing around the trunk of the tree and pouring over the lower branches.”

                                                                                                                                             1 mark (    )

In the lines above, ‘I’ is the:    a) first person narrator.

                                                 b) second person narrator.

                                                 c) third person narrator.

b) How does the author’s choice of this technique make the writing more vivid and effective?
                                                                                                                                             1 mark (    )
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

SECTION D – COMPOSITION                                                                                        25 marks                                                                               

      Write a composition of between 150 and 200 words about ONE of the following. 
      

1. Write a short story for your school magazine which begins with the words: ‘I’m thankful I 
have a friend like...’

2. Write a letter to your cousin Kim, who lives in England, in which you describe what 
happened on your last birthday that made it so memorable.

3. Jenny is thinking about getting a pet.  Write a dialogue  in which she asks her friend Dan for 
some advice on how best to take care of it.

Composition title number: ________                                                                              

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
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